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The café as a cultural space: CAFE European cooperation project concludes in Budapest

Research, art, community and European networking come together at the closing conference on 28–29 September

Budapest, 9 September 2026 – How can cafés once again become key venues for cultural dialogue, artistic encounters and community building? This is the question explored by the closing conference of the CAFE – Network of European Café Houses project, which will bring together European café professionals, cultural organisers, researchers, artists and collaborating partners in Budapest on 28–29 September 2026 at two venues: Hadik Café and Adaptér.

For centuries throughout European history, cafés were unique spaces for the open exchange of ideas: meeting places for writers, artists, philosophers and public intellectuals, where new ideas, works of art and communities emerged. The CAFE project draws on this heritage, but does more than simply revisit the past. The initiative explores how cafés can take on a new, contemporary role in broadening cultural participation, strengthening local communities and connecting the arts sector with audiences.

The two-day event in Budapest will both look back on the project’s achievements and look ahead to continued cooperation. Participants will discover findings from research into European café culture, the good practices identified, the international training programme and practical handbook developed for cultural organisers, as well as lessons from the artistic and cultural mobility programmes carried out as part of the project.

Key conference themes
•	Café heritage in the 21st century: historical, social and cultural significance.
•	From research to practice: interviews, good practices and online knowledge sharing.
•	Capacity building: international training and a practical handbook for cultural organisers.
•	Art and mobility: cross-border creative collaborations and programme exchanges.
•	Shared identity and future: the Code of Conduct, Manifesto and the continuation of the European network.

One of the central moments of the conference will be the presentation and symbolic adoption of the Code of Conduct and Manifesto, which set out the shared values and operating principles of the Network of European Café Houses. The documents are the result of joint work by participating cafés and project partners, and lay the foundations for the further development of a European network that regards cafés as living cultural heritage, inclusive community spaces and potential venues for contemporary artistic creation.

The CAFE European cooperation project aims to provide knowledge and practical tools for cultural organisers working in cafés; strengthen cafés’ shared European identity as cultural heritage that remains alive today; and create new opportunities for the cultural and creative sector to reach local and international audiences. Through research, training, networking and artistic programmes, the project works to ensure that cafés once again become spaces that initiate cultural participation and community dialogue.


The CAFE project is supported by the European Union’s Creative Europe programme.
Project partners: Hadik Café, ECCOM, KEA

Participation and registration: https://forms.gle/AKsSqNtPHwc1uMPq7

Further information about the conference and the project: https://networkofeuropeancafehouses.com/events/cafe-closing-conference/
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